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President’s Message 

WTA Members, 

Here we are again! Sometimes the weeks go slow, but the year flew by. It 
is time to recharge again and enjoy some time away from the day-to-day 
routine. It is good to get a little separation to clear our heads after another 
challenging year. The summer also gives us hope that next year will be a bit 
more normal, and that we all need!  

I want to thank Teresa Custy for all her years of service to our union. She is 
stepping down as Vice President for Member Services. Teresa and I were 
hired the same year (25 years ago) and early on got pulled in to become 
active in our union. She has had many different roles in her 25 years and in 
every role, she always brought great insight, knowledge, integrity, and con-
fidentiality. Her current position has many jobs within the job that many 
people probably don’t realize. She has served as the Chair for Sick Bank 
and has served on the Trust for the past 11 years. She has put so much of 
her personal time into ensuring that members have the best information 
possible to make important personal and family decisions. In all honesty, 
she IS the HR Department for this district!!  

I have appointed LeeAnn Pazoga from the Middle school to finish the end 
of Teresa’s term.  LeeAnn will do an excellent job and I anticipate that Lee-
Ann and Teresa will be talking a lot! Those of you who know LeeAnn, un-
derstand how passionate she is about our union and district.  
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Dear WTA: 

 

It was in my first year of teaching when Suzy Gaetano asked me to participate in a WTA activity that would 
begin my journey with the WTA.  The Local Action Project was a great experience  that allowed us to evaluate 
our union and create programs and opportunities  that would help us grow and give back to the community. I 
appreciated that it was a safe activity for a new teacher to be a part of.   

Once LAP  became part of the culture of the WTA, there was a natural transition to create a New Member 

program that I was tasked to get off the ground.  I worked with this program for about 6 years.   

 

For a few years I took a foray into the Building Rep world and represented members in my building. 

 

Eleven years have now passed since Donna Carr asked me to consider taking on the position of Vice Presi-

dent for Member Services.  When I agreed, I had no idea of the knowledge I would gain, the relationships I 

would build, and the personal growth I would experience as I assisted members in a myriad of life changing 

experiences.  It has been a truly humbling experience. 

 

It is time to take a new path in that journey.  Therefore, I have decided to step away from the Vice Presidency 

and give others the opportunity to accept the challenges and rewards of serving and representing our mem-

bership.  I will remain available to our new Vice President to assist them on their new path, as I was men-

tored by those who came before us.   

 

It has been an honor to serve you. 

 

Sincerely, 

Teresa Custy 

A Journey 
Submitted by: Teresa Custy 

 

We have 6 teachers who were awarded tenure this year. Kiersten Bardenette, David Kelso, Kelly Lynch, Nick 

Mancuso, Kristin Phillips and Joe Pillitteri. Congratulations to you all! We had another great retirement party 

at Gardiner Brewing Company. Many members spoke to honor our 11 retirees. It was a fantastic night of 

food, fun and stories. Thank you to all who helped make this a great celebration. We are losing many years 

of experience and history with this crew! Well wishes to AJ Higby, Barbara Curiale, Chris Canosa, Ed Davis, 

Edie Duncan, Eileen Dmytry, Kim Vona, Kyle Bird, Marie Mazda, Martha Hill, and Sharon Tramm.   

 

Have a great summer!  Please reach out to us over the summer if something comes up. I will leave off with 

this:  a union sometimes gets portrayed as a 3rd person concept, but do not forget, it is all of us. One of the 

things that makes unions (made up of its members) essential is when one is impacted, all are impacted. 

They understand it affects all of us. The only way to stay strong is to support each other. We have the best 

title… educators and unionists, they both imply the heart of what we are and must be about; united, and 

always moving towards bettering our community.  

 

Sincerely, 

Rich Shands 
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WTA Retirement Party 
Submitted by: Jordan Dirago 
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The WTA Benefit Trust scholarship recipients 

were Abigail Giambrone, Cleo Levesque, and 

Darcy Woodruff. A committee of 15 teachers 

from all 5 schools volunteered to review the 

applications. The 13 applicants' goals in 5 

years varied from becoming a teacher to ob-

taining a degree in finance.  We would like to 

wish all of the applicants and the entire class 

of 2022 a wonderful summer and a bright, ful-

filling future in whatever endeavor they 

choose to pursue.  

WTABT Scholarship 
Submitted by: Kathy Winter 

April 12th Annual Clean Sweep Wallkill 
Submitted by: Adam Selig 
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Duck Derby 2022 
Submitted by: Adam Seelig 
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Vision of Wallkill Cows 
Submitted by: Adam Selig 
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Introducing New Members 

Melissa Velazquez (JGBMS) 
Hello, My name is Melissa Velazquez and I am the Blue 
Team’s 8th grade Social Studies teacher at John G. Bor-
den Middle School.  I have my Bachelor’s in History and 
my Master’s in Adolescent Education with a concentra-
tion in Social Studies, both from SUNY New Paltz. Prior 
to being hired at Wallkill, I worked for the New Paltz 
Central School District for 4 years. I have two grown 
daughters, Alyssa (25) and Sophia (20) and a grandson, 
Logan, who is THE love of my life! You can find me out-
doors on most days, especially after school, running or 
hiking. I am grateful to have been so warmly welcomed 
into the Wallkill family and want to thank my Blue Team 
teachers, and mentor, Deb for all their support this first 
year.   

Kara Kucker (High School) 
Hi! My name is Kara Kucker. As a Wallkill graduate (2014), 
I am very excited to be the new Math Teacher at the high 
school and Varsity Cheerleading Coach. I graduated from 
Mount Saint Mary College with my BA in 2017 and just 
graduated from SUNY Albany with my master's degree in 
May. Prior to being hired at Wallkill, I worked at Liberty 
High School for 3 years. I am engaged to my high school 
sweetheart, so we have been very busy planning our wed-
ding! In my free time, I enjoy shopping and spending time 
with friends and family.    
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New Delta Dental Benefits 
Submitted by: Kathy Winter 
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NYSUT Information 
Submitted by: Melissa Servant 
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Hearing Aid Benefit 
Submitted by: Kathy Winter 



20 


